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Here at last is the good news that many of you have been waiting for.  Unless further 
Government directives are introduced, Hallfold Church is planning to open its doors on 
Sunday 23rd May at 11.45am.  
 

We will, of course, continue with the usual basic safety measures of wearing masks, 
sanitising and social distancing.  Hymn singing is still not allowed, but the day when we can 
have a good sing, accompanied by Colin on the organ, cannot now be far away.  
 
The first four services will be conducted by: 
 
23rd May     Richard Bradley 
30th May     Richard Bradley  
6th June      Catherine Hilton 
13th June    Richard Bradley  
 

_______________________________________________ 
 

A message from our Minister 

I would like to explore this simple question: When life gets you down, what special 
something can lift our spirits?  
  
I want to examine this by looking at Jesus’ healing of a disabled woman at a religious 
gathering, and a few parables he told. He encountered this disabled woman at a synagogue 
and got into an argument with the leaders about whether he was allowed to heal her on the 
Sabbath. Jesus disagreed with the rule prohibiting medical assistance and immediately 
healed her. He then told two parables explaining what the Kingdom of God is like. (Luke 
13.10-21).  
  
Smallness is a theme running through all three accounts. The disabled woman had a small 
posture due to the debilitating effects of her condition; we can assume that she was 
psychologically suffering too. The parables mention a mustard seed, the size of a grain of 
sand, and yeast – a minor ingredient in the recipe for making bread.  
  
However, the sense of smallness changes. The woman is healed, enabling her to reach full 
posture. The story of her healing probably had wide-reaching consequences in her village; 
we can safely assume that she started punching above her weight. The seed grew into an 
impossibly large tree. The yeast caused the bread to rise enabling the cook to feed a 
family. God can grow amazing things from the small, ordinary and utilitarian things in life.  
  
All three accounts are illustrations of the growth of God’s kingdom. But growth is not a 
random thing. There is an “activating agent” which triggers the growth – as demonstrated by 
the parable of the yeast.  
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This activating agent is the seed of faith. Faith is the seed that grows, positively affecting our 
spiritual health, our mental wellbeing and the physical world around us. It is simply 
responding to Jesus Christ with the words “I trust you.” If a person says to Jesus: “Who are 
you? I don’t trust you” the Kingdom of God won’t grow directly in their lives. However, if a 
person says: “I am having trouble trusting - help me to believe”, then we are in business!  
  
However, there are a number of factors that can inhibit spiritual growth. Luke’s account says 
that the woman was suffering from satanic oppression. Jesus also encountered pig-headed 
religious rules which prohibited the woman’s healing on a Sabbath day. I believe that 
spiritual and mental health are linked, although are distinct from each other. In the case of 
spiritual health, in particular, both natural and supernatural forces can be toxic to spiritual 
health.   
  
The seed of faith is the simple ingredient that lifts our spirits. It is not a quick fix. If you take 
your faith seriously you might even invite trouble to come your way - as Jesus did when he 
broke the Sabbath law. But I am firmly convinced that faith lays the foundations for long-term 
wellbeing.  
  
Spiritual health is of the utmost importance. We need to nurture it, to stretch it, to test it, to 
wrestle with it, and to live it. We also need to be aware of forces which work against the 
growth of faith. These forces can be supernatural, or it could be simple as some obscure 
oppressive religious rule or practices. But faith in Jesus Christ gives us the resources to 
work through any trouble that comes our way, and it allows us to participate in the expansion 
of the influence of the God of love in our communities.  
  

Daniel 

_______________________________________________ 
 

A message from our Church Secretary 
 
As we prepare for what I’m sure we all hope will be our final reopening, I think it’s time to 
remind ourselves of the importance of gathering together for worship.  Although being part of 
the online community has had many good points, especially during the wind and rain of 
winter, where for me going to Elders has meant just moving into the dining room.  Not to 
mention having the option to worship on a Sunday morning on the settee with a cup of tea, 
being able to mute the preacher if you don’t much like the sermon and skipping through your 
least favourite hymns.  Just don’t tell the good Rev’ds Bradley and Harris I’ve said this.  
But of course, it’s interacting with our fellow Christians that helps us to keep our faith strong.  
As we read in John 15: 1-4 
  
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that 
bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more 
fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as 
I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can 
you bear fruit unless you remain in me.  
 
Not everyone will return, churches all over the country are facing the stark reality that some 
of their members will have simply got out of the habit of attending worship, or have filled 
that timeslot with other things.  The convenience of sitting down in front of a pre-recorded 
service during the week will have been preferable for a lot of people.  But as the reading 
says ‘No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine’.  Our church is our vine, 
and only by staying part of our vine can we remain healthy in faith.  Whether we are able to 
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return in person or need to still keep worshipping remotely, having a church there as a base 
remains essential.  Church is so much more than Sunday worship, It’s where we arrange 
pastoral care, ensuring we keep all our branches healthy wherever they may be.  And if in 
the future we do need to prune our vine, let’s hope that it will only make us stronger.  
 

Karen.  

_______________________________________________ 
 

A  Covid Prayer 

Merciful God, hear our prayers for a world that, in some countries, continues to grapple with 
a relentless virus, and accept our gratitude that here in the UK, light is beginning to emerge 
at the end of a long and deadly tunnel. 
 

As people begin to be vaccinated around the globe, we give thanks for all whose tireless 
labours have brought us to this day: technicians, scientists, medical personnel, biotech 
companies and government agencies that have worked together to find the cure that are 
now restoring our communities to wholeness and health. 
We pray that the reach of these vaccines will encompass the world, especially those places 
where under resourced medical systems are overwhelmed by the essential work of caring 
for those who have been infected. 
 
We pray for those who grieve the loss of loved ones and for those whose physical, mental 
and economic well-being have been most severely impacted by the havoc wrought by the 
pandemic. Grant wisdom to all entrusted with leadership as they discern and negotiate just 
ways in which to aid those most afflicted. 
Let us live in the Spirit of Christ for one another and for our world. 
God, in your mercy, hear our prayers. Amen. 
                                                           

When this is over, may we never again take for granted: 

A handshake with a stranger 
Full shelves at the store 
Conversations with neighbours 
A crowded theatre 
Friday night out 
The taste of communion 
A routine checkup 
Coffee with a friend 
Each deep breath 
A boring Tuesday 
Life itself. 
When this ends 
May we find 
That we have become  
More like the people 
We wanted to be 
We were called to be 
We hoped to be 
And may we stay 
That way – better for each other 
Because of the worst. 
 
(Laura Fanucci) 


